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Hello everyone! 

 

I would firstly like to say a huge thank-you to everyone in the community this week for their support 

of us in regards of the NEU Teacher’s Strike and well done to all who took part. 

The P-Factor heats have started. As always there are many participants and there is much anticipation, 

excitement and angst. The grand final is on Tuesday 28th March 2023.  

Mrs Oliver will be sharing this week’s key information regarding The Haven, please see page 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a super weekend! 

Mrs Roberts and the committed Claremont team. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to join our team, please do visit Kent Teach to see the exciting opportunities we 

are recruiting for a 1:1 teaching support assistant to work with a new pupil in the Early Years and a 

MDMS lead: 

1:1 Teaching Support Assistant Teaching/Child Support at Claremont Primary School, Tunbridge Wells (kent-

teach.com) 

Midday Meal Supervisor Lead Teaching/Child Support at Claremont Primary School, Tunbridge Wells (kent-

teach.com) 

Claremont Primary School 

Newsletter 17th March 2023 

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday next week we will be asking for your thoughts for our 

new strapline from 08:45-9.00am. 

It is also an opportunity to meet some of our governors. On Monday I will be joined by Mrs 

Sandra Williams; on Wednesday, Mrs Beccy Barr and on Friday, Mr Laurence Thackwray and 

Mr Chris Davidson. 

Some of the pupil group- the Responsiveness Reps- will also be there to help and talk to you.  

NB: Mrs Stevens will be known as Miss Roux moving forward. We know this will 

take some time for us all to get right- she is prepared for that and will not be 

offended! 

https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=114126
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=114126
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=114476
https://www.kent-teach.com/Recruitment/Vacancy/VacancyDetails.aspx?VacancyId=114476
https://claremont.kent.sch.uk/
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We are planning to hold a Parent Forum exploring Dyslexia. Mrs Smith will share a range of 

information and there will be time for questions.  We will look at: 

 Dyslexia and how it impacts on children's learning 

 Dyslexia screeners that we can use in school and the process of getting a diagnosis. 

 Support in place in all classrooms to support learners with dyslexia. 

 Additional external support for children with dyslexia. 

The Parent Forum will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 22nd March in the hall.  If you would 

like to attend, please book a place through our Parents’ Evening System 

https://claremontprim.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

Bookings are now open. Please log in with your child’s details. 

If you have any specific questions that you would like Mrs Smith to address at the meeting, 

please do email them to admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk. 

 

Down’s Syndrome Awareness Day is on Tuesday 21st March. 

Children are invited to wear odd socks to school if they 

would like to. 

 

 

On Wednesday 22nd March, Tempest Photographers will be in school to take the Year 

6 Leavers photos and class photos for Years R to 5.  They will also take individual photos 

of those children who were absent on 12th October (you do not need to book your child 

in for a photo as we have a list of these children).  

Please ensure that your child comes to school on this day in their full school uniform 

including tie, jumper/cardigan and black school shoes (not trainers).     

 

https://claremontprim.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk
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Monday 27th March 
3.30pm – 4pm 

 

 
The Explore exhibition will be on Monday 27th March. All pupils in the school will be presenting their 
projects that they have done during the ‘Explore’ term. The term has been linked to geography and each 
year group has an enquiry question that they have been focusing on. This will also be an opportunity for 
you to see the pupils’ work in books.  
 
Please enter the school from 3.30pm, via your child’s usual entrance to classrooms when they enter in 
the morning. 

 
Thank you, Mr Greaves 

 

 

Monday 27th March 
On the same day as the exhibition, House Captains will be selling exercise books outside the school. They will do 

this during break time and after school at the front of the school. There will be a selection of plain, squared and 

lined books for sale, including some fantastic supersized plain books that would be great for almost anything, 

especially sketching and drawing! 

 A4+ – 80p  

 A4 – 40p 

 A5 – 30p 

 Smaller books – 20p or 10p 

Please send your child in to school with cash on that day, if you wish. Alternatively, you can purchase some after 

school if you are coming to the exhibition. 
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At Claremont, we recognise the importance of providing places where children can feel safe when 

they are feeling vulnerable or unsure. The Haven is one of these places and is open every day from 

12:30 – 1:00pm for children in Reception and Key Stage 1 and from 1:00-1.30pm for children in 

Key Stage 2 during the lunch time play. 

Children may be referred to the Haven through their class teacher or from the pastoral team or 

they may ask to go to the Haven as they have recognised the need to be in a calm space 

themselves while at lunch. Either option is perfectly fine and all children are welcome. 

As the Haven is designed to be a safe and calm space, we do our best to keep our numbers small 

and therefore limit the Haven to 10 children at any one session. This way, the staff member on 

duty is able to work with each child in order to support their emotional needs. However, there is 

still an opportunity for all children to speak with a trusted adult as outside, we have Maslow’s 

Corners where children are able to be supported emotionally as well as play quietly with their 

friends. 

Children may choose to play a game with their peers, draw or write or just simply sit and talk. We 

feel that the Haven should feel welcoming and help put children at ease as they process their 

feelings or gain support in working co-operatively with their peers. 

If you would like any further information regarding the Haven, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Miss Oliver and Mrs Smith 

Thank you for signing up to the new lunch ordering and payment system.  

If you  haven’t done so already, please go to  

https://parents.schoolfoodunited.com/login 

The new system goes live on 24th April and you will need to ensure your order for meals is placed by 

Tuesday 18th April for the week commencing 24th April. 

 In order to place an order, you have to have a credit on your account under the new app.  It will not 

allow you to order if your balance does not have sufficient funds. 

Any balance that you have on the School Gateway App will be used for meals up until 24th April as we 

are still using the register in the morning to capture the school lunches. Any balance will be carried 

across to the App, but this will not be done until after the Live date.  Therefore, you will need to credit 

the new App with funds in order for you to order meals for the first few weeks. 

 

 

https://parents.schoolfoodunited.com/login
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Better Lunchtimes Rollout 

Over the last three weeks, we have been implementing a new approach to our lunchtimes. 

As with any new initiative, there have been instant successes but also places where we 

need to make further improvements. We are confident that the new lunchtime 

arrangements have resulted in a much calmer environment and that the majority of 

children have benefitted from the increased focus on positive social interactions while 

eating their lunch. 

This week, I wanted to share with you how we plan to internally review and improve the 

lunchtimes with the staff and children for the remainder of this term and beyond. It is 

important that we listen to the staff and children who are experiencing the lunchtimes in 

order to make sure that their point of view is heard and adjustments are made where 

needed. 

I hope that the timeline has made it easier to see how seriously we take feedback from 

both staff and children and I wanted to thank parents who have shared how their children 

have felt about the lunchtimes when discussing this at home with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Trial Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our main aim is to make our lunchtimes better and for our children to feel happy and safe. 

We will continue to monitor our lunchtimes and update you with our progress. As always, 

thank you for your support so far – it is much appreciated. 
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School Council Fly the Flag for the Commonwealth 

On Monday 13th March, Emily and Max (our Year 6 School Council members) had the unique 

opportunity to visit the Tunbridge Wells Town Hall to raise the flag for the Commonwealth. 

The event was a part of the Commonwealth Day celebrations, which are observed every year 

on the second Monday of March. 

We were greeted by local officials and other school children who were also attending the 

ceremony. We were told about the importance of the Commonwealth and the significance of 

raising the flag. Unfortunately, due to 55mph winds, the flag couldn’t be raised above the 

Hall but instead, the ceremony took place inside.  

 

The students were then given the opportunity to speak with the Deputy Mayor and the 

Deputy Lieutenant of Kent about their thoughts on the Commonwealth and its values in the 

Mayor’s Parlour.  

The event was a great opportunity to learn about the 

Commonwealth and to actively participate in the 

celebration of its values. It was also an opportunity to 

engage with the local community and represent our 

school.  

When we left, the wind had settled a little, so the flag 

could be raised half way up the flag pole, above the Town 

Hall.  
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The Contract Dining Company are recruiting at Claremont. 

Please visit the link below for further details: 

https://community.sodexojobs.co.uk/members/modules/job/detail.php?record=105074 
 

The advert talks about 5 Food Service Assistant roles in Kent, of which two are here at Claremont Primary School: 

 1 x Food Service Assistant for 25 hours per week (9am to 2pm) 

Monday to Friday, Term-time only 

 

 1 x Food Service Assistant for 16 hours per week 

Monday to Friday, Term-time only 

Please contact Hilde-Marie Smith directly should you wish to discuss either role in more detail. 

Hilde-Marie Smith, Operations Manager 

Alliance in Partnership, Suite 27, 80 Churchill Square Business Park, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4YU 

 07908662878 
 

hilde-marie.smith@thecontractdiningcompany.co.uk 

 

01622 890922 

Hana in Year 2 took part in Tunbridge Wells Arts Festival on 5th March and won a first place medal and 

a trophy for playing the harp in a class that she entered for (Strings Grades 1-3). She was then invited to 

perform at Trinity Theatre for the Prize giving concert last weekend - it was a truly wonderful experience 

for her and she was very brave for agreeing to perform in front of 300+ people!  
 

 

 

https://community.sodexojobs.co.uk/members/modules/job/detail.php?record=105074
https://uk.sodexo.com/social-impact.html
mailto:hilde-marie.smith@thecontractdiningcompany.co.uk
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Boys Football vs Southborough Primary School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday the Claremont A team 

played at home against Southborough 

Primary School. 

The final score was 2-0 to Claremont. The 

conditions were wet and muddy so it was 

hard to control the ball. We didn’t have a 

good first half and Southborough were 

putting on a lot of pressure. After a lot 

of pressure from Southborough they 

broke through but there was an amazing 

slide tackle from Ethan in the last couple 

of minutes of the first half.  

 

On Thursday 9th March 2023 Claremont B 

played Southborough B at home. In the first 

half, Adam took a corner and Elliott shot, 

but the keeper saved it, so Harry tapped it 

into the net, we were up 1-0. Southborough 

were on the attack and crossed the ball in 

but Laurie punched it away. Then suddenly 

Claremont were on the attack, Elliott 

received the ball in the box and scored, 2-0!  

 

George broke through but unfortunately, he skied it! At the end of the first half it was 

still 0-0.  

At the start of the second half, we were looking much better. Halfway through the 

second half, George passed it to Arthur who hit it into the roof of the net. 1-0! A 

couple of minutes later, Arthur won a corner and George tapped it in to make it 2-0! 

Reported by Edward, Tiago and George.  

 

 

In the second half, a Southborough player was running down the wing but Harry slide 

tackled him then blocked the ball whilst slide tackling. Then, William dribbled into the 

box and shot but it came off the keeper’s head and went in, 3-0. Then to put the game 

to bed, Arthur buried the ball into the bottom corner. 4-0 to Claremont! 

Report by Laurie and Harry 

 

The B Team 

The A Team 

 


